FIRE BELOW

we decided that we had no option but to drive
to the palace at once.
We did not relish such a visit, but the day
was young, and the palace was guarded by
sen tries-and not by police, and once the car
was safely within the forecourt, all that we
had to do was to beat a retreat.
Indeed, what danger there was lay in the
streets we must use, and I think we should have
done better to leave the car at the station
when once she was off the truck : but, as I
have shown, we had had no time for reflection,
and when one is using shock tactics it is easy
enough to be carried away oneself.
" But we needn't all go/' said George. " In
fact it's far better that I should appear alone.
Where shall I drop you and Bell ? And where
shall we meet ? "
This conclusion was plainly sound. Bell
and I could do nothing, for George, who could
speak like a German, must play the hand.
The question was where we could shelter the
livelong day.
I think our late misadventure must have
disordered my wits, for not until then did I
suddenly see the folly of wasting the hours
which had fallen clean into-our lap.
.We had come to help Madame Dresden, and
hare we were at her gates a full day before our
time.
" Go by the Lessing Stxasse," I said. " It's
sure to be empty now, and Bell and I can go
over the garden wall."
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